The Department of Commerce, under interagency agree-
ments with the National Institute of Law Enforcement
and Criminal Justice, the research arm of the Law En-
forcement Assistance Administration (LEAA), performs
a number of services of great importance to the criminal
justice community.

These services involve the collection and processing of
data resulting- in statistical information on the organiza-
tion and functioning of the major sectors of the criminal
justice system, and developing and testing performance
standards of various equipment and facilities to aid law
enforcement officials and potential crime victims.

Under contract to the National Institute of Law En-
forcement and Criminal Justice) the National Bureau of
Standards ran tests on helmets, body armor, sirens, and
other police equipment in an effort to develop voluntary
performance standards to assist police departments in
buying such items.

The Office of Export Control, the only element of the
Department of Commerce with direct enforcement au-
thority, opened a number of investigations under laws
prohibiting avoidance of export control over commodities
and technical data.

Descriptions of those and other activities of the Depart-
ment follow.

Scope of Activities

Summaries follow of the background of the Department
of Commerce and of the three offices within it which
exercise functions related to Federal law enforcement or
criminal justice assistance,

Background. The Department of Commerce was created
in 1913 by an act which reorganized the Department of
Commerce and Labor (15 U.S.C. 1501). In an effort to
further economic and technological advancement, it di-
rects its activities toward assisting and encouraging States,
localities, industries, and firms. It is charged with dis-
seminating pertinent information to these elements, pro-
moting U.S. exports and travel to the United States, and
providing financial and technical assistance to areas with
lagging economies.

Bureau of the Census. Under interagency agreement with
the Statistics Division of the National Institute of Law
Enforcement and Criminal Justice, the Bureau of the
Census collects and processes data on subjects of impor-
tance to the criminal justice community.

In FY 1970, a Criminal Justice Directory Census en-
abled the Bureau to identify the addresses and phone
numbers of 45,850 public criminal justice agencies in the
United States. A similar census, the National Court
Organization Survey was begun in FY 1971 to identify
divisions, departments, and branches of the 13,421 court
systems identified in the Criminal Justice Directory
Census.

From addresses obtained in the Directory Census, ques-
tionnaires were mailed to locally administered jails in a
National Jail Census. The census resulted in the publica-
tion of statistics on the facilities, inmates, and employees
of correctional institutions throughout the United States-
Similar data arc being gathered on juvenile institutions
through the National Juvenile Detention and Correction
Facilities Census, The Census will cover 750 detention and
correction facilities in all 50 States. Another survey under-
way will determine the background and characteristics of
inmates and obtain information on the facilities and pro-
grams of local jails.

In FY 1971, a joint Census Bureau-LEAA publication
presented data from the first nationwide survey of expend-
itures and employment of Federal, State, and local crimi-
nal justice systems. The survey determined the levels of
employment and expenditures of units of government for
various facets of law enforcement and criminal justice,

In addition, several major victimization pilot studies
have been conducted to assess the feasibility of measuring
victimization of citizens, as well as commercial and gov-
ernment establishments.

National Bureau of Standards, The Law Enforcement
Standards Laboratory (LESL), created in 1971 by an
interagency agreement between LEAA and the National
Bureau of Standards, is charged with developing and
testing performance standards of various equipment and
facilities to aid both law enforcement officials and poten-
tial crime victims.

LESL is working to develop standards in the following
categories: protective equipment and clothing, commu-
nications equipment and supplies, security equipment,
emergency equipment, concealed objects detectors, ve-
hicles, and weapons.

LESL Is also developing a plan for certifying private
laboratories capable of measuring the performance stand-
ards of law enforcement equipment.

The Technical Analysis Division (TAD) of the Bureau
of Standards received LEAA funds to conduct a con-
ference attended by computer professionals and court
administrators,

At the request of the National Institute, TAD con-
ducted a study of the advantages of computer processing
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